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Chaoying Fang and his wife, Lienche Tu Fang, in 1976.

From the Columbia University Record, May 15, 1985.

Fane Chaoving

Word was received in May 1985 from Arthur W. Hummel, Jr., the American Ambas
sador to the People's Republic of China, that Fang Chaoying had died in Peking on
April 26. He and his wife, Lienche Tu Fang, had been traveling in China for
several weeks. The pre-cremation ceremony on April 29 was attended by Ambassador
Hummel and by various Chinese dignitaries. The memorial couplet which accompan
ies this account was written by Professor James T.C. Liu of Princeton University.
For many years Mr. Fang has been well known to students of China. He was born in
China on April 18, 1908. He received his Bachelor of Science degree from
Yenching University in 1928, and in 1930 was graduated from the Wenhua College of
Library Science in Wuchang (more widely known in the United States as the "Boone
Library School"). From 1930 to 1932 he was assistant librarian at Yenching
University. There he met Tu Lienche, who became Mrs. Fang, but who still
continued to write under her maiden name. He came to the United States for study
at Harvard University in 1932. For a time he was also employed in the ChineseJapanese Library of Harvard University. In 1934 he came to the Library of
Congress, where he served as chief assistant to the Chief of the Orientalia
Division, Dr. Arthur W. Hummel. During the next ten years he and Mrs. Fang
devoted most of their time to research and writing biographical accounts for
Eminent Chinese of the Ch'ing Period, which was published in two volumes in
1943-44 under the sponsorship of the Library of Congress. From 1943 to 1945 he
worked with Charles W. Hockett, under the auspices of the War Department (as it
was then known), in the preparation of texts for teaching the Chinese language to
American servicemen. Beginning in 1945, he served as a research associate of the
Chinese History Project, directed by Dr. Karl August Wittfogel. Although this
Project was sponsored by the University of Washington, it was conducted in
cooperation with Columbia University, where it was housed for many years.
In 1955 Mr. Fang joined the staff of the East Asiatic Library of the University
of California, Berkeley, where he devoted his first two years to the preparation
of a descriptive catalog of the Asami collection of old Korean books, and
subsequently served as a cataloger of Chinese books. From 1961 to 1963 he served
as Associate Librarian of the Australian National University, and Head of its
Oriental Library, in Canberra, Australia.
In 1963 he returned to Columbia
University, where he served as Adjunct Associate Professor of Chinese and as
Associate Editor of the Ming Biographical History Project, which culminated in
1976 in the publication of the Dictionary of Ming Biography. At a special
convocation of the University on February 26, 1976, degrees of Doctor of Humane
Letters were conferred on Mr. and Mrs. Fang. During recent years the Fangs have
lived at 5 Howard Place, Englewood, New Jersey 07631. At the time this account
was being written, Mrs. Fang had not yet returned from Peking.
On a more personal level, the following recollections by Charles Hamilton may be
quoted: "His friends will remember him for his enthusiasms, his unerring nose
for a bibliographical rarity, in whatever language, his reckless driving, his
laugh that can best be described by the portmanteau word 'snortling' and an
affability that bore him through many trials. Berkeley remains in his debt."
Many other friends will have similar memories.
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Bibliography of writings of Chaoying Fang
(A preliminary list)
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(With Tu Lienche).
thirty-three collections of Ch'ing dynasty biographies). Peiping: Harvard-Yenching Institute, 1932. (Harvard-Yenching Institute Sinological
Series, no. 9). Reprinted in Taipei by the Ting wen shu chu, 1973.

1941

(With Tu Lienche). I~ ~ .;~ tjj i'! ~ ~l ~
~ ?t:f ~1 (Index to the
names of recipients of the ~ degree during the Ch'ing period).Peiping: Harvard-Yenching Institute, 1941. 434 pp.
"Includes names of ~ down to the examination of 1905; also of
scholars awarded the degree after returning from studies abroad,
1906-1911; of those especially honored and added to lists, 164S-189S;
and of those who served as interpreters, 1847-1904." (Note by Professor L. Carrington Goodrich.)

1943-44

U.S. Library of Congress. Eminent Chinese of the Ch'ing Period edited
by Arthur W. Hummel. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1943-44. 2 vols.
"Mention should be made of the help rendered to the editor by his chief
assistant, Mr. Fang Chao-ying, who labored on the project for the
entire eight-year period in which the biographies were being compiled,
and who produced for these volumes more sketches than any other single
contributor. Mrs. Fang, who signs her contributions with her maiden
name, Tu Lien-che, rendered a like service by her loyalty to the
enterprise and her conscientious attention to many vexing details."
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(From the "Editor's Note," by Dr. Arthur W. Hummel, dated March 13,
1943.)
1944

(With Charles Francis Hockett).
Spoken Chinese. Ithaca: Spoken
Language Services, C1944-45. 617 p. Reprinted by Spoken Language
Services, 1976.

1945

(With Charles Francis Hockett). Guide's Manual for Spoken Chinese.
New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1945. 231 p.
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University Press, 1948. 16 p.
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Peiping: Peking

1950

"A technique for estimating the numerical strength of the early Manchu
military forces." Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, vol. 13, no. 1/2
(June 1950), pp. 192-213.
("Prepared for the Chinese History Project in connection with the mili
tary section of the book to be published under the title History of
Chinese Society (1644-1912'). The project is under the sponsorship of
the University of Washington in cooperation with Columbia University.")

1956

(With Tu Lienche). "Notes on 'Changing the map of China'." Far East
ern Quarterly, vol. 15, no. 2 (Feb. 1956), pp. 267-68. (On G. B. Cressy's article entitled "Changing the map of China," in Economic Geogra
phy, vol. 31, no. 1 (Jan. 1955), pp. 1-16.)

1957

Iffi

<% $^#\ (Historical sources on Chou Fu-ch'ing).
K Hb
vol. 15, no. 12 (Dec. 1957), pp. 1-5.
Chou Fu-ch'ing was the grandfather of Lu Hsiin.

1962
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*f (Name lists of students of
"foreign studies" during the late Ch'ing and early Republican periods,
first series). Nankang: Chung-yang yen-chiu-yiian Chin-tai-shih yenchiu-so, 1962. 192 p.
Contains photoreproductions of four lists of names of students who were
pursuing "ocean learning" (i.e., foreign studies, mostly science) dur
ing these periods. 1) Chinese students in Japan, 1902-03; 2) Students
of the Metropolitan University, Peking (Ching-shih ta-hsueh fang),
1906; 3) Graduates of the Normal School of the Metropolitan University,
1907; and 4) Students of Tsinghua College, 1917. Reproduced from ori
ginals presented to the University of California by Kiang Kang-hu.

1965

"Notes on the Chinese Jews of Kaifeng." Journal of the American
Oriental Society, vol. 85, no. 2 (Apr./June 1965), pp. 125-29.

1967

"Printing in Korea." A paper presented on March 20, 1967, at a panel
entitled Bookmaking in East Asia through the Ages, chaired by Professor
L. Carrington Goodrich at the Annual Meeting of the Association for
Asian Studies in Chicago. Insofar as we have been able to determine,
this paper has never been published.
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1969

The Agmi Library' a Dgcdptjye Cataloaue Edited by Elizabeth Huff.
Berkeley: University of California Pr~ 1969 and 1970. 496 p.
This is a descriptive catalog. in English. of works in -the Asami collection. which comprises over nine hundred titles of K.orean printed
books. manuscripts and rubbings in about four thousand fascicles and
sheets. approximately one third of which are documents relating to law
and government.- These works were collected by Asami Rintara (18691943). a graduate of the Department of Law of Tokyo Imperial University. who subsequently served as a legal adviser and then as a judge in
Seoul from July 1906 to March 1918. They were acquired by the University of California in 1950. The entire catalog was edited by Dr. Elizabeth Huff. who served as Curator of the East Asiatic Library (University of California. Berkeley) from its establishment in 1947 until her
second retirement in 1969.

1976

Association for Asian Studies. Ming Biographical History Project
Committee.
Dictionary of Ming Biography 1368-1644. Edited by
Luther Carrington Goodrich and Chaoying Fang. New York: Columbia
University Press. 1976. 2 vols.
Mr. Fang served as Associate Editor and Mrs. Fang as Senior Research
Associate on this project. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fang made substantial
contributions to the undertaking. The project resulted in a twovolume. 1.644-page work which is universally regarded as an indispensable research aid on the history of the Ming period (1368-1644). The
Editor of the Dictionary was L. Carrington Goodrich. Dean Lung Professor Emeritus of Chinese at Columbia.

At a special Convocation at Columbia University on February 26 of this year.
degrees of Doctor of Humane Letters were conferred upon Mr. and Mrs. Fang. At
the Convocation Professor Goodrich presented an account of the scholarly activities of Mr. and Mrs. Fang. and recalled specific problems which they had solved
in research for the Dictionary of Ming Biography. Mr. and Mrs. Fang both replied
with accounts of their research experiences. The texts of these remarks were
distributed to those present at the Convocation. but have never been more widely
published.

[This obituary account and bibliography have been reviewed by Professor Goodrich.
Richard C. Howard. and Eugene Wu. all of whom have made valuable suggestions for
improvement. Dr. Wu contributed the references to the 1931 articles. and to the
1957 article in the Ta lu tsa chih.]
(Edwin G. Beal. Jr.)
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